Church  Urbon  2)'striet  Council 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  for  1911. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Church 
Urban  District  Council, 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  report  as  Medical  Officer  oi^the 
health  and  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  District  for  the  j^ear  ending  December 
3TSt,  1911. 

The  area  of  the  Township,  exclusive  of  water,  is  528  acres. 

At  the  census  of  April,  1911,  the  population  of  the  Township  was  returned  at 

6,891. 

This  is  a reduction  of  109  on  the  estimated  population  at  the  end  of  1910. 
In  preparing  the  vital  statistics  I have  estimated  tlie  population  at  6,900. 

BIRTHS. 

During  the  3'ear  143  births  were  registered,  of  which  65  were  bo^^s  and  78 
girls,  producing  a birth  rate  of  20.7.  This  is  the  lowest  birth  rate  ever  recorded  in 
Church,  and  shows  a marked  decrease  on  the  figures  of  the  previous  \'ear,  when  the 
births  numbered  172,  and  the  rate  was  24.5.  8 of  the  children  born  in  1911  were 

illegitimate. 

DBA  THS. 

The  deaths,  including  12  residents  who  died  outside  the  district,  numbered  131 : 
74  males  and  57  females,  equivalent  to  a death  rate  18.9.  These  figures  compare 
ver}"  unfavourably  with  those  of  1910,  when  112  deaths  occurred  and  the  rate  was  16. 

It  is  the  highest  death  rate  there  has  been  in  Church  since  1901,  when 
it  reached  19.3.  12  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  bronchitis,  11  to  cancer,  10  to 

pneumonia,  9 to  phthisis,  8 to  diarrhoea,  4 to  whooping  cough,  while  7 were  due  to 
accidents,  and  3 to  suicide.  36  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  i ^^ear,  4 between  i 
and  2 years,  9 betw'een  2 and  5 years,  i between  5 and  1 5 years,  9 between  1 5 and 
25  years,  15  between  25  and  45  years,  33  between  45  and  65  years,  and  24  occurred 
in  persons  over  65  years. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  36  deaths  under  the  age  of  i year  give  an  infantile  death  rate  of  251  per 
1,000  births  or  equivalent  to  i death  in  every  4 children  born.  East  year  the  rate 
was  186,  while  in  1909  it  was  only  104. 

It  is  the  highest  infantile  mortality  there  has  been  in  the  Township  during 
the  last  decade,  and  it  is  a source  of  regret  that  such  excessive  child  wastage  should 
exist  in  Church.  Parents  cannot  be  too  often  warned  that  some  of  these  infant  deaths 
particularly  those  due  to  diarrhoea,  are  in  some  cases  directly  due  to  improper  and 
careless  feeding,  and  can  with  the  exercise  of  a little  common  sense  be  prevented. 


The  number  of  deaths  due  to  congenital  defects,  (debility  and  premature  birth) 
is  unusually  large,  and  might  be  greatly  reduced  if  mothers  did  not  continue  at  their 
work  in  the  mills  until  almost  up  to  the  time  of  confinement,  as  under  the  present 
conditions  many  babies  are  born  so  puny  and  weakly  that  they  have  little  chance  of 
surviving  more  than  a few  weeks. 

8 of  the  deaths  were  due  to  debility,  6 to  premature  birth,  6 to  diarrhoea, 
5 to  pneumonia,  and  3 to  whooping  cough. 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 

23  deaths  were  due  to  respiratory  diseases,  viz:  12  to  bronchitis,  10  to 
pneumonia,  i to  bronchial  asthma.  The  respiratory  death  rate  is  3.3  which  is  an 
increase  on  the  rate  of  1910,  when  it  was  2.3,  but  in  that  year  only  6 deaths  were 
due  to  bronchitis. 


PHTHISIS. 

Phthisis  caused  9 deaths  and  gave  a death  rate  of  1.3.  In  1910,  5 deaths  were 
due  to  phthisis  and  the  rate  was  0.71. 

CANCER. 

Cancer  was  the  cause  of  ii  deaths  and  gave  a rate  of  1.5.  This  is  more  than 
double  the  rate  of  1910,  when  only  5 deaths  were  due  to  this  disease. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Zymotic  diseases  were  the  cause  of  12  deaths,  of  which  8 were  due  to  diarrhoea 
and  4 to  whooping  cough,  equal  to  a death  rate  of  1.7.  In  1910  the  Zymotic  death 
rate  was  i.i,  but  in  that  year  there  were  only  4 deaths  from  diarrhoea. 

EPIDEMIC  DIARRHOEA. 

As  a result  of  the  abnormally  hot  and  dry  summer.  Church  like  most  other 
places  suffered  from  an  outbreak  of  Diarrhoea,  and  during  August  and  the  first 
fortnight  in  September,  this  disease  assumed  the  nature  of  an  epidemic.  The  disease 
reached  its  height  towards  the  end  of  August,  and  though  confined  chiefl}^  to  children, 
adults  did  not  altogether  escape. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  hot  weather  instructions  were  given  to  the 
employees  of  your  Council  to  pay  special  attention  to  the  scavenging,  and  efforts  were 
made  to  prevent  the  accumulation  in  the  vicinity  of  houses  of  all  decomposing  and 
vegetable  matter.  Streets  both  back  and  front  were  swept  daily  and  all  gullies  were 
emptied  and  flushed  frequently.  These  efforts  on  the  part  of  your  employees 
certainly  did  much  to  limit  the  extent  of  the  disease. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  37  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified,  viz : 21  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  6 of  erysipelas,  and  5 each  of  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever,  i case  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  notified  under  the  1908  regulations,  and  this  ended  fatally. 

INSPECTION  OF  HOUSES  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASS. 

During  the  year  166  inspections  were  made  of  houses  under  the  housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act  1909.  Generally  speaking  the  condition  of  most  of  the 
houses  was  fairly  good,  and  where  defects  were  found,  these  were  as  a rule  due  to 
dampness  or  insufficient  ventilation. 

A great  improvement  has  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  sanitary  conveniences 
of  many  of  the  houses,  as  a result  of  the  Council  adopting  Section  39  of  the  Public 
Health  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

At  present  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  scarcity  of  workmen’s  houses  in 
Church.  The  number  of  back  to  back  houses  in  the  district  is  43. 


Action  taken  in  1911  ; Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected,  166.  Number 
of  dwelling  houses  considered  unfit  for  habitation,  i.  Number  of  representations  to 
Authority  with  a view  to  making  closing  orders,  i.  Number  of  closing  orders 
made,  i.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  without 
making  closing  orders,  o.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  put  into  a fit  state  of 
habitation  after  making  closing  orders,  o.  Number  of  houses  demolished,  i.  General 
character  of  defects  found  to  exist : damp  walls  and  floors,  insufi&cient  ventilation. 

SEWERAGE,  ETC. 

The  sewerage  is  dealt  with  in  an  efficient  manner  at  the  Joint  Outfall  Sewerage 
Works  at  Coppy  Clough. 

Considerable  extensions  are  being  carried  out  at  the  Works,  involving  an 
expenditure  of  ^28,000. 

\ 

During  the  year  plans  were  passed  for  a Gravitation  Sewer  for  the  Dill  Hall 
Lane  District  from  the  Clayton-le-Moors  boundary  to  Coppy  Clough,  and  it  is 
expected  that  this  work  will  shortly  be  commenced. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  2650  loads  of  refuse  were  removed  to  the 
tip  by  your  employees. 

The  scavenging  has  been  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

40  closets  have  been  converted  from  the  pail  to  the  water  flush  system,  and 
1 7 new  closets  of  the  latter  type  have  been  constructed. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  slaughterhouses  (3  in  number)  haye  been  regularly  inspected  and  found 
in  moderate  condition.  In  April  I condemned  Jhe  carcase  of  a tuberculosis  cow 
weighing  566lbs,  and  this  was  afterwards  destroyed. 

The  difficulty  of  securing  proper  inspection  of  the  meat  supply  of  the  district 
still  continues,  and  in  order  to  remedy  this  I again  recommend  the  Council  to 
consider  the  question  of  erecting  a Public  Abattoir. 

FARMS. 

The  farms  in  the  district  have  been  visited  and  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  are 
in  good  sanitary  condition. 

MILLS  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  mills  and  workshops  have  been  frequently  inspected,  close  attention 
being  paid  to  their  sanitary  conveniences.  Notices  have  been  served  where 
necessary,  and  in  all  cases  these  have  been  complied  with. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  the  water  supply  has  been  plentiful,  while  its  quality  with 
the  exception  of  a certain  degree  of  hardness  has  been  good.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  during  the  year  the  water  was  free  from  the  obnoxious  smell  mentioned  in 
my  report  for  1910. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  CRAIG,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 
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